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C.20th.Ordinary Sun. Jer.38.4-6,8-10. Heb.12.1-4. Lk.12.49-53. 
 
In today’s first reading we come upon Jeremiah the prophet, having a bad 
day, a real bad day. Jeremiah had been called to be a prophet from his 
mother's womb. Scripture presents many different types of prophets. 
Jeremiah was a royal prophet. He was the prophet at the Kings court. He 

should have been held with the deepest respect. But he refused to butter up the king by just 
telling the king what he and the people wanted to hear. Because Jeremiah stood for the truth, he 
was scold and mocked. In today's reading we read that he was thrown into a cistern where he 
would have died if the King had not stood up against his own counselors and saved Jeremiah's 
life. Jeremiah's life should have been wonderful, beautiful, and full of honor. But being true to 
the Word of God resulted in his being treated with contempt. 
 
The persecution which Jeremiah experienced was something that afflicted all the prophets due to 
their determination to stand up for God's word, to stand for what was right and good and true, no 
matter what others would say about them or do to them. 
 
In ground reality, our faith tells us that it is difficult to stand for the Truth. It is difficult to stand 
for the Lord because we will be persecuted and mocked. Yet, we have to meet the challenges of 
life, and we have to overcome all the barriers to the truth that society and we ourselves put, in 
our way. 
 
I have come to light a fire on earth. Jesus words are strong. He provokes and he inspires us to 
live for God. Fire has many effects. It burns, it destroys, it gives warmth, it gives light. It purifies 
if we let it. Jesus says: make no mistake. I did not come just to sneak you into heaven, to make 
Sunday Christians out of you. I came to set you on fire with Christian love, with a desire to 
witness to me, a willingness to die so that others too might live. 
 
Jesus came to the world to save humanity. He came so that all may have life in fullness. He came 
to the world with a fire that destroys sin and renews life. The war we have to wage is, between 
truth and falsehood, love, and hatred, good and evil. Either we must choose for Christ or against 
him. Our Christian life will have meaning only according to the choice we make. But to live with 
Christ entails suffering. 
 
The prophets were faithful to God, but it cost them untold suffering. Jesus was faithful but it cost 
him suffering and death on the cross. The apostles were faithful, but it cost them their lives. 
Millions of saints went the same way. All of them inspire us to go the way of Christ even if it 
entails sufferings, for the final victory is ours because Christ is on our side. This is what Jesus 
did. He stood for the truth and was put to death. But he was not going to compromise the Word 
of the Father. If this meant denouncing the leaders of the Temple, he would do so. If this meant 
criticizing his closest followers, he would do so.  



If this meant journeying to Jerusalem where he knew he would die, he would do so. So, also the 
people who first heard the Gospel of Luke proclaimed had to recognize that the strife and 
division they experienced from all who persecuted the Early Church had its root in their 
determination to stand up for the truth, to stand for what was right and good. 
 
It is in this context that we can understand the difficult gospel for this Sunday. The grim things 
predicted. The strife and the sword that the Lord's presence in the world will instill, results from 
Christians accepting and embracing the challenges of Christian life.   
 
Every day we hear of a new challenge that confronts us. Some have to deal with emotional 
problems and others with physical problems. And some others with financial problems. All these 
challenges of life, all the daily crises we face, all lead us to God, if we embrace them with 
selflessness with faith, with trust in God, and with love. Trust in God so that, you do not struggle 
alone. 
 
The readings for today are clear and grounded, in reality. Life is full of challenges and struggles. 
And the greatest of these challenges are rooted in our standing for what is right and true, standing 
for God. But each challenge met, each crisis overcome, forms each one of us into more loving 
people. If we have the light of Christ, we have nothing to worry. The important that is that we 
always have to do what is good and right. We must fuel the flame of the fire in us, in order to 
enlighten the world in darkness. We go the way of Jesus, the way of self-emptying, the way of 
the cross and suffering, in order to enter into the joy of the resurrection. 
 
To side with Christ invariably entails suffering but the certainty of Christ’s victory brings joy 
and courage to Christians, even during trials. The Letter to the Hebrews for this Sunday 
concludes with: "Do not grow despondent and abandon the struggle." To this I must add the last 
words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, "And know that I am with you always until the end of 
the world." 


